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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE OF REV. NEWCOME CAPPE, 


Newcome Capper, was the 
eldest son of Rev. Joseph Cappe, 
a dissenting minister of Leeds 
in Yorkshire, who was esteem- 
ed a man of learning, liberality. 
and piety. He was born Feb. 
21, 1733. He showed early 
marks of that genius -and ex- 
traordinary application to study, 
which afterwards marked his 
charaeter ; at six years of age 
he had made eonsiderable pro- 
gress inthe Latin tongue ; and 
when very young was in the 
habit of rising at four in the 
morning that he might read his 
Jessons undisturbed by the fam- 
ily. This he leved to do sit- 
ting among the ruins of Kirk- 
stall Abbey; and it is to the 
picturesque and solemn seenery 
which he there enjoyed, that 
his wife attributes much of that 
fine taste for the beauties of na- 
ture, and high relish for the 
srand and eabiteies which form- 
ed a distinguished part of his 
character, and ef which many 
instances appear in his printed 
discourses. It was ever his de- 
light ta contemplate God in his 
works. “ 

Upon the death of his father 
when he was in his sixteenth 
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year, he was offered the patron- 
age of Dr. Secker, afterwards 
archbishop of Canterbury, by 
means of which he might doubt- 
less have attained distinetion in 
the Church. But he was un- 
willing to fetter himself by con- 
nexion with the establishment, 
and remained among the dis- 
senters. He pursued his studies 
for three years at Northampton, 
under the celebrated Dr. Dod- 
dridge, with great success and 
reputation. The estimation in 
which he was held by his ex- 
cellent iustrueter, may be seen 
from the following letter to his 
mother—dated June 8, 1750. 
Dear Siapam—It is highly 
fit, that when my much esteem- 
ed pupil and friend returns to 
you to spend the vacation at 
home, he should bear along with 
him that testimonial to his ex- 
eellent character and exemplary 
behaviour, which he has so long 
deserved. I therefore beg to 
assure you, that I cannot recol- 
leet Lever had a pupil under 
my care whose | ving and ca- 
pestly exceeded his, and few 
nave equalled him ina close and 
steady application to business. 
His distinguished talents have 
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been adorned with the modesty 
of his behaviour and sweetness 
of his temper ; and he has still 
conducted himself so as to pre- 
serve the Christian character, 
and to encourage my hepes of 
his eminent usefulness under the 
ministerial. I cannot but eon- 
— you, dear madam, &c. 

e. P. DODDRIDGE. 

The high opinion whieh Dr. 
Doddridge had formed of him, 
was still further evinced the 
following year. Having been 
desired to recommend an assis- 
tant preacher to the celebrated 
Dr. Chandler, at the Old Jewry 
in London, he fixed upon Mr. 
Cappe, then only in his nine- 
teenth year ; and recommended 
him so strongly, that he was in- 
vited to aceept the situation ; 
one of the greatest respectabili- 
ty and importance amongst the 
dissenters. But he had set his 
heart upon pursuing his studies 
in Glasgow, under Dr. Leech- 
man, where the advantages were 
many, and where he hoped to 


render himself better qualified - 


for the important discharge of 
ministerial duties, than it was 
likely he ever might be, if he 
engaged in them prematurely. 
The ardour and diligence with 
which he pursued his studies 
were exemplary. During the 
three years which he spent in 
Northampton, though distant 
but sixty-six miles from Lon- 
don, he did not spare himself 
the relaxation of visiting it even 
once. And while at Glasgow, 
which was a term likewise of 
three years, he seldom allowed 
himself for sleep more than four 
or five hours in the twenty-four. 
This resolute application laid 
that strong and extensive foun- 
dation on which his character 
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afterwards stood. No man can 
be little, who uses every moment 
with the recollection that he 
must aceount for it. 

Upon leaving Glasgow in 
1755, he was ordained ca-pastor 
with Mr. Hotham of the dis- 
senting chapel in York. He 
was left sole pastor the next 
year by the death of Mr. Ho- 
tham, and in this situation he 
remained during life. Thenext 
year he printed a sermon on the 
victory of Rosbach,whieh was re- 
ceived with the highest enthusi- 
asm, and rapidly passed through 
thirteen editions. For himself, 
however, he soon ceased to 
think or speak of it with pleas- 
ure ; and in the middle and lat- 
ter periods of his life called it 
his folly. He ever regretted 
that ina moment of youthful 
ardour, he should have appear- 
ed as an advocate for employ- 
ing the sword in defence of re- 
ligious truth ; being fully per- 
suaded that the genuine con- 
quests of the gospel are those 
of the heart, and that the 
“ wrath of man worketh not the 
righteousness of God.” 

He published in his life time 
a few other sermons, and a vol- 
ume of discourses on the gov- 
ernment and providenee of God, 
which are remarkable for their 
sublime and animating spirit of 
piety, and procured him the no- 
tice and friendship of many of 
the most distinguished men. 
Yet it is worth observing that 
notwithstanding the celebrity 
he thus obtained and the strong 
solicitations of his friends, he 
never could be induced to visit 
London. This perhaps was in 
part to be attributed to his 
strong domestic attachments, to 
his being engaged in the educa- 





tion of a few pupils, and to his 
love of ministerial duties from 
which he never absented him- 
self without great reluctance. 
But the fact is particularly 
worth noticing as it marks the 
modest, unambitious, reserved 
east of his own character. He 
had little desire to be known, 
was averse to cultivating an ex- 
tensive acquaintance, which 
might distract his attention from 
favourite pursuits, and he found 
his chief happiness in retire- 
ment, in the quiet and noiseless 
performance of duties which he 
loved. Faithfully to discharge 
every duty was his first solici- 
tude, and his greatest pleasure 
to meditate on the works and 
the word of God. Indeed he 
was so far from a forward and 
ostentatious display of his own 
powers and attainments, that, 
as we are told in the sermon 
delivered at his death, “ those 
who knew him best thought his 
aversion to public life and love 
of studious retirement, earried 
to a somewhat blameable excess. 
With natural and acquired tal- 
ents for extensive usefulness, in 
the course of five and forty years 


he was seldom absent from his ° 


own tity. With eminent tal- 
ents for popular eloquence, with 
a rich fund of moral and reli- 
gious knowledge, with a rare 
eombination of mental qualities, 
a sound understanding, a vig- 
orous faney, and quick sympa- 
thetic feeling ; with a copious 
flow of strong, and often beauti- 
ful expression ; with a style of 
composition exactly, I may per- 
haps add, exclusively, suited to 
his own impressive delivery ; 
with a dignity of person and de- 
portment which ensured the at- 
tention of all who heard him, 
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he yet seldom came publicly 
forward except in his own pul- 
pit. Happy in a growing ac- 
quaintanee with sacred truth, 
in the enjoyments of his family, 
in the instructive converse of a 
few friends, and the esteem of 
a small Christian congregation, 
he had no ambition to fix the 
eyes of listening e¢rowds, or to 
obtain the meed of extensive 
fame.” 

Those who have read Mr. 
Cappe’s Sermons will be well 
able to judge of the truth of 
parts of the eulogium contained 
in the above extracts, and will 
find no diffienlty in assenting to 
the rest. We are assured, how- 
ever, by his biographer, that in 
this love of privacy and retire- 
ment, there was nothing gloomy 
or unsocial. He was, on the 
contrary, uniformly cheerful ;. 
and his talents for conversation, 
where he met with persons 
whose turn of mind was at all 
congenial, were of the first or- 
der. He was particularly fond 
of young children ; of observing 
their little actions, their play- 
fulness and simplicity, and 
would even mix in their infan- 
tile sports. I have often heard 
him remark, says Mrs. Cappe, 
that if arguments were wantin 
of the infinite benevolence o 
God, they might be found in 
the variety and multiplied en- 
joyments of that early period. 

Vhat pity, he would say, that 
forms so fair, should ever in 
their progress through life be 
despoiled of their loveliness, by 
the baneful influence of bad ex- 
ample, perverted sentiment, un- 
hallowed passions, and vicious 

ursuit ! 

The retired life which he led, 
has left ps few materials for in* 
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teresting narrative. It is his 
character, not the incidents of 
his life, which attracts our no- 
tice. In May, 1791, he was 
seized with a stroke of the pal- 
sy, from which he never after 
sufficiently recovered to renew 
his ministerial labours, although 
he continued to read and occa- 
sionally compose. In April, 
1793, he had a second violent 
attack of the same disorder ; 
and from’ this he never so far 
recovered as to be able to walk 
without considerable assistance, 
orto speak without difficulty 
and pain. In circumstances 
like these, it might’ seem to 
many, says Mrs. C. that his 
life was no longer: desirable. 
But these saw only how much 
was lost ; they did not know in 
how many ways he could still 
administer to the comfort and 
happiness of others, and how 
ample were the stores of enjoy- 
ment and of hope that remained 
to himself. He could still in- 
struct by coompltiyins in prac- 
tice, the efficacy of those divine 
precepts of resignation and for- 
titude, which he had so often 
and se ably taught. The pow- 
ers of recollection were still 
spared him, and they brought 
the constant testimony of a life 
well spent. Although he could 
no lenger with his accusiomed 
Jabour explore and bring to light 
the treasures of knowledge 
which lie hidden in the sacred 
volume, its precepts, its conso- 
lations and its hopes were en- 
geren on his heart, and of these, 
isease did not deprive him. It 
was even still permitted him to 
labour in the cause of his Mas- 
ter, by dictating from his shert- 


urs in almost every day 


hand papers to an amanuensis. 
Some ho 


for nearly nine years were thus 
employed, till many volumes 
were transcribed, though many 
more remain still locked up in 
unintelligible charaeters. 

During this long period of 
helpless suffering, he was so far 
from discovering any fretful- 
ness ; or repining at the dispen- 
sations of providence ; or re- 
gretting the powers he had lost ; 
(though he was fully sensible of 
their loss, “I ence knew a lit- 
tle,” he was accustomed to say,) 
that he is represented as hay- 
ing always appeared composed, 
serene and cheerful, and con- 
stantly impressed with a sense 
of gratitude, of thankfulnes, and 
of praise. In this we see the 
reward which a religious life 
brings even in this worid. Had 
the days of Mr. C. been eon- 
sumed, we will not say in vice, 
but in the pursuit of those ob- 
jects which the men of this 
world seek after, ef pleasure, 
of ambition, or of gain, would 
such have been his resources in 
the day of trial P Would such 
have been his comfort and peace, 
and the hope that amidst the 
storm and tempest, can repose, 
with full security on the Rock 
of ages ? So true it is that “ to 
the upright there ariseth light 
in the darkness ;” so true it is, 
generally speaking, even in res- 
pect of what relates to the pres- 
ent seene, that “ whatsoever 
a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap.” 

In September, 1799, . Mr. 
Cappe had a third paralytic at- 
tack, which still farther im- 
paired his bodily powers, affeet- 
ed his articulation, and weak- 
ened his whole frame. Still, 
however, his resignation, forti- 
tude, and cheerfulness remain- 
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ed. Even his countenance lost 
nothing of its wonted composure 
and benignity. That what had 
happened to him was the will 
of his heavenly Father, was 
ground sufficient not merely of 
aequiescence, but of the firm 
persuasion that it was the best 
that could have been, both for 
himself and others. * I believe 
that IL shall be quite blind,” said 
he to his wife, as his sight fail- 
ed him toward the close of life. 
“‘T hope not,” said she ; he an- 
swered, “I have neither hope 
nor fearon the subject, and do 
not you fear. I mention it 
merely as a fact, not as a sub- 
ject of regret.” 

In December, 1800, he ap- 
peared to have taken a cold 
which increased his disease. 
On Monday the 22d,a gentle- 
man called upon him whom he 
had not seen for many years, 
and being struck and affected 
by his extreme feebleness, he 
suid to him, “ What great alter- 
ations have taken place since 
we last met. “It is true,’ he 
replied, ** great alterations have 
taken-place, yet I assure you 
I never was happier in my life ;” 
and he then enumerated the 
many blessings he still possessed. 
At night he had a shivering fit, 
after which he sunk rapidly ; 
and on the moruing of the 24th, 
without a groan or a sigh, he 
ended his earthly pilgrimage. 
He was buried on the last day 
of the century. A sermon was 
Steg 9 on the oceasion by 

ev. W. Wood, from Acts x. 
24. An eloquent man, and 
mignty in the scriptures. 

Mr. Cappe’s was certainly a 
mind of the first order. But it 
is not so much or aceount of 
his intellectual excellence that 
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we admire him, as of the dili- 
gence and ‘faithfulness with 
whieh he eultivated all his pow- 
ers. He appears to have been 
a lover of study, and to have 
devoted himself to it with sue- 
cess. tle is said to have been 
eminently skilled in the classic 
authors of Greece and Rome, 
and familiar with the literature 
and science of the age. But 
his favourite study was the sa- 
ered scriptures in their origin- 
al languages, and ail those sub- 
jects connected with them by » 
which they are illustrated and 
explained. He always carried 
with him a pocket Greek testa- 
ment, in which he was coutinu- 
ally noting down such hints as 
occurred to him, or on pieces of 
eard, or slips of paper, or a 
siate table. ‘These hints it was 
his custom afterwards to exam- 
ine, and revise, and form inte 
connected dissertations. Jt was 
probably in this way that orig- 
inated the two volumes of Dis- 
sertations, and Notes on the 
Four Gospels which have been 
published. His wife speaks 
feelingly of the delight he ex- 
perienced at any success in the 
interpretation of difficult passa- 
ges. “ Rejoice with me,” he 
would often say when eomin 
from his study with beihseted 
looks and a more animated 
countenance, “ for I think [ 
have discovered the true mean- 
ing of a passage, which I never 
understood before.” 

Much however as he delight-. 
ed in critical researches, sub- 
jeets of this sort were seldom 
the topies of his public preach- 
ing. Holiness of heart and life 
he considered as of first impor- 
tance ; and to the attainment 
and cultivation of these, his.dis- 
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courses in the pulpit were prin- 
cipally directed. It was his 
object to discountenance sin in 
every shape, and form in his 
hearers the Christian character. 
To this object he bent ali the 
eorets of his mind and the full 
oree of his eloquence. His de- 
nunciations of vice are most sol- 
emn and severe ; his appeals to 
the conscience are close and ir- 
resistible to an almost unequal- 
led degree ; he elothes virtue 
in all her dignity and loveliness, 
obliging you to respect if he 
cannot persuade you to follow 
her. But the most striking and 
delightful characteristic of his 
sermons, is the warm glow of 
devotional feeling which per- 
vades them; the elevated spirit 
of piety which they every where 
exhibit. He makes us constant- 
ly realize the divine govern- 
ment which is over us, and our 
connexion with another world. 
The providence and perfections 
of God he every where recog- 
nizes and describes with rap- 
ture... Our relation to him as 
children, who have constant ae- 
cess to him and the assurance 
of pardon and favour, is con- 
tinually the theme of his devout 
joy. And the promise of im- 
mortality is ever present, diffus- 
ing a holy animation and fer- 
vent gratitude over all his reli- 
gious meditations. 

These sentiments on which 
he so delighted to dwell in his 
preaching, appear to have had 
their full influence on his own 
mind, and to have thoroughly 
infused themselves into all his 
habits of thinking and acting. 
We know few so sublime in- 
stances of the efficacy of Chris- 
tian faith ; we have not heard 
of many who have drank so 
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deeply of the spirit of Jesus, 
The idea of the presence of 
God seems never to have been 
absent from his thoughts ; the 
example of Jesus never to have 
forsaken him ; and his connex- 
ion with an invisible world 
never to have been forgotten. 
From these sourees arose the 
serenity and cheerfulness with . 
which he was enabled to meet 
the severe afflictions which were 
appointed him, and which he 
seems to have endured with an 
unmoved tranquillity of soul 
which was almost heavenly, 
and speaks volumes to the worth 
of religious faith. We cannot 
refrain from copying the inter- 
esting account which his wife 
gives of the mannerin which 
he received tidings of the death 
of his eldest son. a physician of 
great virtue and excellence, to 
whom he was most closely at- 
tached. “It fell to my lot, she 
writes, to inform Mr. Cappe of 
this most afflictive event. It 
was in the mourning befere he 
hadrisen. Leaveme amoment, 
said he, if you please ; and 
iv less than half an hour, he 
dressed himself, came down 
stairs, and calling the family as 
usual to ‘morning prayers, he 
poured out his soul in the pres- 
ence of his Maker in a strain 
of humble confidence and pious 
resignation, never to be forgot- 
ten. He endured on this ocea- 
sion every thing that the acutest 
sensibility, and the most ardent 
affection for the son he had lost, 
could inflict ; yet his fortitude 
never forsook him}; it support- 
him even to the grave of his 
beloved son, where he himself 
performed the funeral service 
three days after, late in the 
evening, accompanied only by 












the necessary attendants. This 
painful effortI would gladly have 
prevented. ‘Lreceived him from 
God,’.avas his answer, ‘ and to 
him I must.resign him.’ So 
eomposed was his mind after 
this trying service, and so at- 
tentive was he even in circum- 
stauces like these, to the feelings 
of others, that apprehending 
his aged mother might suffer 
from her anxiety on his account, 
he sent to inform her, immedi- 
ately after the whole was over, 
that he was very well.” 

[Such is the state of things in 
this world, that articles of Biog- 
raphy must be wholly omitted, 
or they must be given of fallible 
men. Had the Editor exclud- 
ed from the list of good men, all 
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who, in his opinion, were in 
some great errors, no character 
which has been given in this 
work would have been com- 
mended. Mr. Cappe entertain- 
ed some opinions in which 
the Editor cannot acquiesce. 
Whether the error be on the 
part of Mr. Cappe, or on the 
part of those who dissent from 
him, is a question for God to 
decide. Butif atree is to be 
known by its fruit rather than 
by its mame, there were, it is. 
believed, evidences of piety in 
Mr. Cappe, which nothing but 
prejudice ean resist or deny 
such as good people of any sect 
would admire in one of their 
own denomination. | 


i 


ADMIRABLE CALVINISM: 


Mr. Eprtor—ti enclose an 
abridgement of a sermon ofa 
Calvinistie divine of the last 
eentury, from Psalin exxxiii. 1— 
BEHOLD HOW GOOD AND HOW 
PLEASANT 1T IS FOR BRETH- 
REN TO DWELL TOGETHER IN 
unity ! 

To a benevolent mind there 
cannot be a more pleasing sight 
than a family, or society sub- 
sisting in harmony and friend- 
ship, united by the silken bands 
of sympathy and affection, where 
love like the vital current, 
flows through all their plans, 
all their actions, and all their 
words. 

To behold a community full 
of concord and good will, all 
the members caring for one 
another ; and treating each 
other as brethren. is what must 
afford to every friend of man an 
unspeakable satisfaction. 


For the Christian Disciple. 
Such a community is a lively 
representation of that glorious 
place above where dwell the 
blessed angels aad spirits of 


just men made perfect. 


On the other hand a societ 
or family divided against itself, 
the members aetuated by mal- 
ice and revenge, hateful and’ 
hating one another, present a’ 
most dreary and disgraceful 
pieture. For where envy and 
strife is there is confusion and 
every evil work. But Behold, 
says the Psalmist. how 
and how pleasant it is for breth- 
ren to dwell together in unity. 

In discoursing on these words 
I shall show— 

1. Who may be included in 
the term brethren. 

2. When persons may be said 
to dwell together in unity. 

3. The happiness of those 
who are thus united, who may 
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be ineluded in the term breth- ties and religion. both with re- 


ren. 

4. It is well known that this 
word in the primary and con- 
fined sense of it points out 
merely the sons of the same im- 
mediate parents. 

But the term is not confined 
to children of the same family. 
For the members of the same 
community or subjects of the 
same government are brethren. 
The professors of the Christian 
religion, wherever scattered, or 
by whatever human names or 
modes of worship, or peculiar 
tenets distinguished from each 
other, are brethren, and should 
regard each other with affeetion 
as being united in one common 
interest under one common 
head. 

Yea, all mankind may very 
properly be called brethren, as 
they all proceed from the pow- 
er of one common Creator and 
parent of the world, and are 
upheld by the care of one com- 
mon preserver. 

2. I am to show when persons 
as brethren may be said to dwell 
together in unity. 

It is evident that they must 
be possessed of the principle of 
benevolence ; must feel interest- 
ed in the common interest. 
"Fhey must cultivate a regard 
to the common safety and hap- 
piness ; there must he agreement, 
though there is no need of a- 
greement in every puncetilio and 
circumstance. It is not neces- 
sary that children of one fami- 
Ty, or the members of one socie- 
ty, whether civil or religious, 
should think exaetly alike, in 
order to live as brethren or live 
together im unity. Men may 
differ very much in their opin- 
ions beth with regard to poli- 


gard to modes of government 
and modes of worship, and yet 
live in harmony and friendship, 
die in favour and eharity with 
each other, and he fellow citi- 
zens of the new Jerusalem here- 
after. 

As to religious matters there 
is no necessity that there should 
be an entire uniformity and co- 
incidence of seutiment with re- 
gard to many points of doctrine, 
discipline or worship, in order 
to live as brethren in friendship 
and love. Men may unite to- 
gether in worshipping the same 
universal Father and Lord of 
all; they may join in fellowship 
with the same chureh; they 
may sit down at the table of 
their common Lord and Re- 
deemer, and in all these _ reli- 
gious transactions they may feel 
the exercise of brotherly kind- 
ness and charity, whether iheir 
sentiments in divinity be uni- 
form or not. And I would ask 
whether it does not discover an 
excellent and truly Christian 
spirit, to be so far from censur- 
ing and quarrelling with those 
that do not think exactly with 
us in every particular, as to treat 
them with candour and friend- 
ship. 

Where the genuine spirit of 
Jesus and his gospel reigns in a 
religieus society, the members 
will net look upon themselves 
as infallible, and upon those 
who think differently from them 
as in an essential error, but on 
the contrary knowing them- 
selves imperfect. and liable to 
mistakes, they are willing that 
others should see and judge for 
themselves’: and they will not 
insist as a necessary qualifica- 
tion for an admission to their 
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communion or charity, that 
others should think exactly as 
they do with regard to partieu- 
lar articles of faith or modes of 
worship. 

Different men may think very 
differently with regard to par- 
ticular doctrines and ways of 
worship and discipline ; and yet 
be equally sincere in the profes- 
sion and practice of religion ; 
equally benevolent and useful 
among men; equally zealous 
and successful in serving their 
Maker and Redeemer ;: conse- 
quently high in the divine fa- 
vour, 

For a society thus-to live in 
peace and unity it is not neces- 
sary that there be an entire 
unanimity in sentiment, but that 
they exercise matual condescen- 
sion and forbearance, and in the 
spirit of meekness and love, 
overlook each other’s failings 
and imperfections, seeking the 
edification and prosperity of the 
whole. 

Though there is no necessity 
of entire unity of sentiment, yet 
there must be unity of affection 
towards one another, and unity 
of design and endeavour with 
regard to the general good and 
the means to promofe it. It 
would be a contradiction to say 
that the illnatured, disaffected, 
factious members of a society, 
dwelt together in unity with 
that society. 

3. ‘To describe the happiness 
and advantage of those who are 
thus united. 

A society peaceable and har- 
monious ; the members united 
by brotherly love, seeking the 
happiness of each other and re- 
joicing in it, was a picture or 
reality, which filled the Psalm- 
ist’s heart with transport. In 
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a rapturous exclamatien he 
breaks upon us, Behold how 

ood and how pleasant it is for 
Giethres to dwell together in 
unity ! 

The more our minds and 
hearts are refined, elevated and 
wrought into the mould of the 
gospel ; or formed to a discern- 
ment and relish of true excel- 
lence, the more shall we be de- 
lighted even with an ideal re- 
presentation of domestic union, 
and social happiness, and the 
stronger inclination shall we 
feel to exert ourselves to render 
every circle, every society to 
which we belong, united, friend- 
ly and happy. 

What a pleasing sight is a 
family where ne jarring diseords 
are heard or felt; where sym- 
pathy and Jove pervade and ce- 
ment the whole, from the hon- 
oured head to the lowest mem- 
ber; where the law of kindness 
dwells on every tongue, a gen- 
eral tenderness expands every 
heart, and some obliging action 
employs every hand ! 

Such a family is as happy as 
the description is lovely. How 
agreeable is that neighbourhood 
where all live on friendly terms, 
being actuated by a friendly 
disposition! Where every thing 
that might offend or disoblige is 
studiously avoided, and the of- 
fices of kindness diligently cul- 
tivated! Where they ean repose 
a confidence in each other; and 
enjoy one another’s compan 
and conversation without fear of 
being betrayed hereafter ! 

How happy and honourable 
is that ehareh of which every 
member is actuated by diyine 
and brotherly love ? Who Rave 
no other strife among them but 
to determine who shall exhibit 
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the most of a Christian temper, 
set the best example and abound 
in all the social virtues, those 
peaceable fruits of righteous- 
ness which are pleasing and pro- 
fitable to men; and are, by 
Jesus Christ, to the praise and 
glory of God. 

Struck with the beauty of the 
picture, let us all resolve to 


give it life, to reduce it to real- 


ity. Let us all be united as 
brethren of the same family, as 
partakers of the same religious 
and eivil privileges, as disciples 
of the same Redeemer, and as 
children of the same God and 
Father of all ; by all these en- 
dearing ties let us be excited to 
put away all bitterness, and 
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wrath, and anger, and elamour, 
and evil speaking, with all 
malice ; and cherish in ourselves 
and others, all the social, all 
the Christian and divine affec- 
tions and virtues, whereby we 
may enjoy and communicate the 
greatest happiness in this world, 
and be fitted for supreme hap- 
piness in the united society of 
angels and saints in the world 
above. 

[The name of the Author of 
the Sermon, and that of the 
Transcriber, are both concealed 
from the Editor. The Author 
is said to be a “ Calvinistie di- 
vine.” Happy will be the day 
when such Calvinism shall be 
diffused throughout the world ! | 


a 


KING DAVID’S IMPRECATIONS. 


To the Editor of the Christian Disciple. 


Sirn—Many have conceived 
difficulty i gs | the impre- 
cations found in the Psalms ; 
and recourse has been had to 
different modes of explanation. 
Not long since I heard an at- 
tempt to explain thein on the 
principle, that the persons a- 
gainst whom the Psalmist im- 
gen evil, were not merely 

is enemies, but also the enemies 
of God ; and that he was on 
that ground to be justified. Will 
you be so good, sir, as to give 
your own thoughts on the sub- 
jeet ? Yours, &e. 
JUVENIS. 

We have the satisfaction of 
not knowing by whom the ex- 
planation was given, which was 
referred to in the above note. 
Our reniarks will therefore he 
free from the influence ef per- 
sonal prejudice, either for or 
against the expositor. 


Many reflecting Christians 
have indeed found it difficult to 
reconcile to the spirit and pre- 
eepts of the gospel the prayers 
of David for vengeance and des- 
truetion upon his enemies, and 
his expressions of hatred to- 
wards them. But some have 
seemed to be satisfied with the 
common explanation, that such 
prayers are to be regarded as 
predictions, rather than as ex- 
pressive of the feelings and de- 
sires of David’s heart. The 
more, however, we have reflect- 
ed on this explanation the less 
satisfactory it has appeared. 
Praying and prophesying are 


different things ; and probably 


the idea of prediction in these 
eases would never have oceur- 
red to any mind, had it not been 
for the incongruity between 
these imprecations and the tem- 
per displayed and required by 









































Jesus Christ. But whether this 
incongruity will authorize such 
an unnatural interpretation is 
seriously doubted. 

Another opinion is, that these 
imprecations are to be ascribed 
to the imperfeetions of David, 
the darkness of theage in which 
he lived, and the opinions and 
eustoms which then prevailed. 
All the evidence we have that 
David was a pious man, and 
that he sometimes wrote by in- 
spiration, amounts to no proof 
that all he said, and wrote, and 
did was commendable, or pleas- 
ing to God. At best he was an 
imperfect man, subject to “ like 
passions” and prejudices as 
other men ; as such he was as 
liable as other good men, to in- 
dulge and express wrong feel- 
ings towards his enemies. 

David lived in a dark age of 
the world compared with the 
gospel day. As he was a re- 
nowned warrior, he indulged 
the spirit and passions of war ; 
and it is far less difficult to re- 
concile his imprecations with 
the idea that he was habitually 
a good man, than to reconcile 
similar prayers and impreca- 
tions of prefessed Christians 
with the idea that they had 
learned of him whe was meek 
and lowly ofheart. Thousands 
of prayers and imprecations 
have proceeded from the lips, 
if not the hearts, of professed 
ministers of the gospel, which 
are as difficult to reconcile to 
the spirit of Christ, as any that 
were penned by David. Yet 
it has nut been very common to 
regard these Christian impreca- 
tions as of the nature of pro- 
pheey, to avoid the conclusion 
that their quthors were wicked 
men. 
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Besides, even Job and Jere- 
miah were chargeable with 
cursing their day; James and 
John with a desire to call fire 
from heaven to consume the 
Samaritans, and Peter with de- 
nying his Master with oaths 
and curses; and we have no 
evidence that these men were 
not as pious as King David. 
The rebuke given by our Sav- 
iour to James and John might 
perhaps justly have been given 
in all these cases, not excepting 
the King of Israel. “ Ve know 
not what manner of spirit ye are 
oO 9 
Yet, whatever may be the 
true explanation, that mention- 
ed by our Correspondent, is, we 
think, beyond all others which 
we have heard, repugnant to the 
spirit of the gospel, and dan- 
gerous in its tendency. We 
hope indeed that its author did 
not arrive at such a conclusion 
by consulting his own feelin 
towards such as he regarded as 
God’s enemies ; but if he did, 
he may properly ask himself, 
whether such were the feelin 
of him who “ died, the just for 
the unjust, that he might brin 
us to God;” or of that God 
who so loved sinners that he 
sent his Son to die for them, to 
save them from sin and misery, 
and to reconcile them to him- 
self P 

Can it be supposed that this 
kind Father allows good people 
to hate the objects which he 
sent his Son to seek and to save ? 
If “God so loved the world” 
of sinful men, and was so dis- 
posed to save them, shall those 
whe profess to be heirs of this 
mercy, indulge hatred, and im- 
preeate vengeance ! 

The principle, that it is law- 
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ful for good people to hate such 
as are not only their own ene- 
mies but the enemies of God, is 
perhaps as dangerous a princi- 
ple as ever entered the mind of 
man. It is dangerous to the 
possessor, and dangerous to 
others. 

It is dangerous to the pos- 
sessor. It will expose him to 
indulge the spirit of the evil 
one in his prayers to a merci- 
ful God. The very things 
which should make him tremble 
for his own safety, and to call 
in question his own state, will 
be regarded as evidences of pi- 
ety. The stronger his hatred 
towards such as he regards as 
the *“* enemies of God,” the more 
evidence he will think he has 
of his own goodness. His bitter 
impreeations of vengeance, will 
be set down as the pious fruits 
of Christian zeal. 

The principle is dangerous 
to the possessor in another res- 
pect. It exposes him totally 
to mistake the characters of 
others, and to esteem those as 
the hest Christians, who have 
least of the spirit of Christ; 
and to censure and revile others 
as destitute of religion for no 
better reason, than that they 
have so much of the Christian 
temper, that they cannot join 
with him in his imprecations, 
aud in his hatred of fellow be- 
ings. Hence in his zeal for the 
destruction of those whom he 
has deemed as God’s enemies, 
he may himself naturally be led 
to act the part of an enemy to 
God, in his treatment of good 


i 

If this. prineiple be adopted 
by a teacher of religion, it must 
have the most pernicious influ- 
ence both on himself and his 
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hearers. It willnaturallyeause 
him to be an unkind and un- 
feeling minister, in his treat- 
ment of such as he regards as 
impenitent sinners. Instead of 
acting the part of the tender 
shepherd, and warning them 
“night and day with tears,’ — 
his heart will be steeled with 
incompassion, and he will warn 
them by prayers for their des- 
truction. ‘Those who shall a- 
dopt his principle and spirit 
will of course be fanaties, and 
become revilers, insteadof hum- 
ble praying Christians. 

Indeed no bounds are to be 
set to the mischief which such 
a prineiple may produce, when 
accompanied with a cerrespond- 
ent temper. ‘The prineiple 
and spirit are both capable of 
being communicated, like a con- 
tagious disease ; and what more 
than these two ingredients are 
necessary, to kindle the flames 
of persecution, to set the world 
on fire, and to fill it with vio- 
lence and blood ! 

Passions and feelings which 
may lawfully be indulged in 
prayer, may lawfully be ex- 
pressed in other modes. If we 
may lawfully pray for the sal- 
vation of sinners, we may law- 
fully use all means which are 
adapted to that end; and if we 
may lawfully pray for the des- 
truction of sinners, we may law- 
fully use the means which tend 
to theirdestruction. Ifwe may 
lawfully indulge hatred towards 
them, and imprecate the anger 
of God; we may lawfully en- 
deavour to excite the hatred of 
others towards the same objeets, 
and urge them on as execution- 
ers of God’s anger. 

On what other principle was 
perseeution ever practised ? 








Was not this the very principle 
which erected the papal inqui- 
sitions ? And was not this the 

rineiple on which the Jews 
Killed the Prince of life ? 

The very circumstance that 
our Saviour himself was mur- 
dered on this principle, by men 


who could boast of their purity’ 


and love to God, is sufficient to 
show that it isa blinding and 
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dangerous principle ; and that 
those who are under its influence 
are as likely to impreeate evil 
on the friends of God, as on his 
enemies. Let this principle be 
generally adopted with enthusi- 
asm, as laudable and pleasing 
to God, and it will spread mur- 
der and desolation through eve- 
ry region of the world. 


a 


FAMILIAR CONSIDERATIONS, ADDRESSED TO PARENTS, ON THE 
DUTY OF REQUIRING THEIR CHILPREN TO STUDY THE HOLY 


SCRIPTURES. 


Tue first rule, which was re- 
commended for the guidance of 
parents in instructing their 
children in the holy scriptures, 
was, that their attention be first 
directed to those parts, which 
are the most simple and plain. 

The second rule is, that, pf 
those parts which are simple and 
plain, the preference should be 
given to those which are most im- 
portant. 

This is a very obvious rule, 
and one that must approve it- 
self to every man’s conscience 
—and yet we ,have reason to 
believe that it is almost wholly 
neglected in the study of the 
scriptures. 

Were it true, that every chap- 
ter in the Bible was of equal 
importance with the rest, it 
might be proper to begin with 
the first and to proceed in course, 
till the whole was completed, 
omitting only, agreeably to our 
first rule, those portions, which 
could not easily be understood. 
Were this the fact, it would be 
as proper to employ your chil- 
dren in committing to memory 
the first chapter of the first 





Concluded from p. 170. 
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book of Chronicles, as the fourth 
of Proverbs, or the twenty- 
fifth of Matthew. 

Were this the fact, the book 
of Ruth ought to be studied as 
much as the gospel of St. John 
—and the duty would be as pe- 
remptory to become familiar with 
the history of David, as with 
the history of vur Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Both we believe to be 
true histories 3 and both are in- 
structive andentertaining. But 
we have always supposed that 
all facts, though supported by 
the testimony of inspired men, 
are not equally important, aud 
that there were some things 
even in the Bible, which it 
would not be useful, and there- 
fore not expedient, for children, 
at least, to read. We have al- 
ways supposed, that in a large 
collection of articles, which are 
all good, some may be better 
than others—that all may have 
a real value, while some, in 
respect to the rest, may be ne 
more than wood and stubble tc 
silver and gold. , 

With respect to that coliew- 
tion of writings which we de. 
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nominate the Bible, that is, the 
Book, by way of eminence, we 
suppose, that it will be readily 
granted, that the New Testa- 
ment is more important to us 
than the Old, inasmuch as we 
are required to be Christians, 
and not Jews: and, that of the 
New, the discourses of our Say- 
jour are of a higher character 
than the epistles of St. Paul ; 
that the sermon on the Mount 
of Olives claims the preference 
to the defence made on Mars’ 
Hill ; and, that the crucifixion 
of Jesus was amore essential 
part of the Christian scheme of 
salvation, than the death of 
Stephen, the protomartyr. 

And with respect to the Old, 
we think it will hardly be deni- 
ed, that the parts of which it is 
composed differ from one anoth- 
er as much in importance as in 
the subjects to which they re- 
late, or the style in which they 
are written : that the history of 
the Creation and of the Fall 

refers stronger claims to our 
regard than the relation of the 
wars of Canaan, and the Chron 
icles of the Kings of Israet: 
that the Psalms of David have 
a cecided superiority over most 
of the writings of his son and 
sueeessor ; and, that these last 
moreover are much more fitted 
to instract the mind and to im- 
prove the heart, than the histo- 
ry of warriors, whose lives were 
spent on the field of battle, and 
whose garments were rolled in 
the blood of the dying and the 
dead. 

We are persuaded that more 
moral instruction is to be deriv- 
ed from the beautifal parable of 
the ewe lamb, and from the fable 
of the trees which went forth on 
atime to anoint a king over 
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them, than from several whole 
books in the Old Testament, 
which might be named. Some 
portions of the life of Solgmon 
are also most worthy of the at- 
tention of the young. His early 
choice of wisdom, in preference 
to riches and honour and long 
life,—his respectful and pious 
behaviour to his widowed moth- 
er, after he had ascended his 
father’s throne,—his excellent 
advice given to the young in 
the books of Proverbs and Ke- 
clesiastes, are all eminently 
ealculated to subserve the inter- 
ests of virtue and piety. 

The writings of the prophets 
too admit of «a comparison with 
each other in point of impor- 
tance. Who, fer example, 
wonld make it a subject of de- 
bate, whether the prophecies, 
which relate to the advent and 
character of the Messiah, as 
well as those which remain to 
be fulfilled in the latter days, 
are not more interesting and in- 
structive to us, than those which 
relate to events, wkich were al- 
most contemporary, and which 
were confined to particular na- 
tions or individuals P And ae- 
cordingly whe would deny, that 
the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, 
which predicts with such won- 
derful minuteness and accuracy 
the sufferings and death of Je- 
sus, is not to us vastly more int- 
portant, than the fourteenth of 
the same book, which, although 
it is allowed on all hands to i 
a most admirable speeimen of 
sublime writing, yet relates only 
the overthrow of Sennacherib, 
the proud monarch of Baby- 
lon P 

The prophetical books are 
indeed unrivalled compositions ; 
and when, in a former number, 





we disapproved of the practice, 
of requiriag young children to 
read them, we meant only to 
imply, that they were generally 
toe difficult for children to un- 
derstand, and ought therefore 
to be omitted for the present. 

We come now to the applica- 
tion of these two general rules ; 
and our inquiry 1s, in what or- 
der ought the seriptures to be 
read ? In other words, if the 
preceding remarks be just, what 
parts of scripture are most sim- 
ple,and at the same time most 
important ? 

We do not hesitate to reply. 
first, that the histerical part of 
the New Testament should pre- 
eede all others. The priucipal> 
events of our Saviour’s life, the 
cause and manner of his death, 
his resurrection and ascension 
into heaven, are facts of essen- 
tial consequence to the Chris- 
tian faith ; and none will pre- 
tend that they are not level to 
the apprehension of any child, 
that is able to read. 

Certain portions of the Old 
Testament history, may next 
very properly be recommended 
to the attention of the young. 
The principal part of the book 
of Genesis, and the first part of 
F.xodus are very instructive and 
interesting, and easy to be un- 
derstood. The historical ought 
always indeed to come before 
the doctrinal or moral part : for 
ehildren will understand facts 
much sooner than doctrines, and 
will he much more impressed 
by them. It will be proper 
then to select, from the Old and 
New Testament histories, inter- 
esting facts, and especially bi- 
. ographical sketehes of men, il- 
lustrious for wisdom and piety ; 
end you will find, that they will 
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Jeave strong and vivid impres- 
sions on the youthful mind. 

In this way, if we are not 
mistaken, the Bible may be ren- 
dered an interesting book, even 
to little children ; and it is not 
easy to say how much their fu- 
ture character in life will de- 
pend on this early attachment 
to sacred literature. 

But their attention need not 
be confined to seripture history. 
Let the parables of our Lord 
and his~ motal discourses be 
early imprinted upon their 
minds. Let them commit to 
memory some of the Psalms of 
David—several of the first 
chapters of the book of Prov- 
erbs—the moral parts of the 
apostolical epistles—-and in 
short any portions, which, on 
consideration, you believe to be 
important, and at the same time 
adapted to their years. 

And in respect to moral pre- 
cepts, such as the ten command- 
ments of Moses, Christ’s ser- 
mon on the mount, St. Paul’s 
description of charity, and the 
very many ingenious and beau- 
tiful parables scattered through- 
out the Old and New Testa- 
ments ; you need not fear, lest 
your ehildren should learn these 
toosoon. In regard to them, it 
is not absolutely necessary, that 
they should understand the 
whole import of what they are 
required to read and to study. 
Here it is that we may allow of 
some departure from our first 
general rule, and require the 
young to commit to memory, 
what indeed they know not now, 
but what they will know here- 
after, when they shall have ar- 
rived at the years of discretion. 
The only caution which need 
be used is, that what they thus 
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treasure up in their memories, 
be selected with a reference to 
its future usefulness ; that it 
embrace only the plain, practi- 
eal principles of the Christian 
religion, which are applicable 
to all ages and to all descrip- 
tions of men. 

I have now stated and illus- 
trated two general rules to be 
observed in instructing children 
in the holy seriptures. ‘To 
them give me leave to add a 
third, without which, the two 
first will be entirely useless. 

Third Rule. Encourage your 
children by your own example, 
and advice, and assistance, to em- 
ploy themselves frequently in the 
study of the holy scriptures. I 
would press this duty particu- 
larly ov those who stand in the 
relation of mothers, as one, 
which they have more leisure 
to perform, and which they will 
generally perform better than 
any other person. It is un- 
doubtedly true, that females 
may havea much greater in- 
fluence on the rising generation, 
than our sex ; and their respon- 
sibility is proportionably great- 
er. Bothparents indeed should 
co-operate in so important a 
design ; and, when they do, the 
task will be much easier, and 
the success more complete. 

Suffer me then, in conclusion, 
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toexhort you, as Christian par- 
ents, to engage with zeal and 
resolution in this good work. 
Be not discouraged at any par- 
tial disappointment of your 
hopes. Ask of God a blessing 
upon your labours; perform 
your duty well, and heaven will 
give you success. Make ita 
stated rule, on the Sabbath, at 
least, if not on «very day of the 
week, to hear yonr children read 
portions of scripture, selected 
according to the rules laid down 
above. Require them  ocea- 
sionally, to commit a chapter to 
memory ; hear them recite it ; 
explain to them its meaning ; 
converse with them respecting 
it; and endeavour to fix it deep- 
ly in their minds, and to impress 
it on their hearts. Require 
them also habitually to attend 
publie worship; and, at their 
return, let it be your constant 
practice to inquire if they have 
attended to what they have 
heard, and can remember the 
text or any part of the dis- 
course. Persevere in this prac- 
tice, and I doubt not, but that 
your success will be much great- 
er than you anticipate. At 
least, you will have discharged 
your duty as Christian parents ; 
and ye shallin no wise lose your 
reward. 


eee 


and HISTORIGAL FRAGMENTS. 


CHAP. I. 


One of the articles insist- 
ed on by the reformers in Seot- 
land, was, that public prayers 
be made and the sacraments ad- 
ministered in the vulgar tongue. 
The answer of a Provincial 
Council was in the following 
words, “ That to eonceive pub- 


lie prayers or administer the 
sacraments in any language but 
Latin, is contrary to the practice 
of the Catholic Church for many 
ages past; and that the demand 
cannot be granted without im- 
piety to God, and disobedience 
to the Church.”—Sketches of 








the History of Man, vol. 3, p. 
224. : 

‘The Roman Catholics bega 
with beheading heretics, hang- 
ing them, or stoning them to 
death. Bat such punishments 
were discovered to be too slight 
in matters of faith. At was de- 
monstrated that heretics should 
be burnt in a slow fire. It be- 
ing taken for granted that God 
punishes them in the other world 
with a slow fire, it was inferred 
“Phat, as every prince and 
every magistrate is the image 
of God in this world, they ought 
to follow his example.” —Jbid, 
p. 234. 

A decree was obtained in the 
fourth Council of Lateraii, A. 
D. 1215, “ That all heretics 
should be delivered over to the 
civil magistrate to be burned.” 
—History of Puritans, vol. 4, 
p. 53. 

Wickliffe wrote “ near two 
huudred volumes, all of which 
were called in, condemned and 
ordered to be burned, together 
with his bones, by the Council 
of Constance, A. D. 1425, forty- 
one years after his death.” —Jb. 

In the reign of Henry V. 
king of England, a law was 

assed to prevent the reading 
of Wickliffe’s translation of the 
Bible. The words of the act 
will be given aceording to the 
mode of spelling in that day— 
“ That whatsoever they were 
that should read the scriptures 
in the mother tongue, they shall 
forfeit land, catel, lif, and godes 
from theyr heyres forever, and so 
be condempned for heretykes to 
God, enemies to the crowne, and 
most errant traitors to the land.” 
—History of the Puritans, vol. 
1, note p. 65. 

In the reign of King James I. 
Ver. V.—No. 9. 
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a book of ecclesiastical canons 
was published by royal author- 
ne The whole number of arti- 
eles was 141. The 37th says, 
* That no person shail be or- 
daiued or suffered to preach, or 
eatechise in any place, as a lec- 
turer or otherwise, unless he 
first subscribe the three articles 
following :—1. ‘That the King’s 
majesty is the supreme head 
and governor of this realm, as 
well in all spiritual and ecele- 
siastical, as temporal causes, 
2. That the book of common- 
prayer, &e. contains nothin 
contrary to the- word of God, 
and that he will use it and no 
other. 3. That he alloweth 
the 39 articles of 1562, to be all 
and every one ef them agreea- 
ble to the word of God. To 
these he shall subscribe in the 
following form ef words :-—J, 
NM. N. do willingly, and ex ani- 
mo, subscribe to these three arti- 
cles abovementioned, and to all 
things that are contained in 
them.” 

In consequence of this anti- 
christian measure a vast multi- 
tude of ministers were removed 
from their parishes and driven 
out ef the country. In 24 coun- 
ties the reported number of non- 
conforming ministers was 746 ; 
“ From whence, says Mr. Neal, 
it is reasonable to cenelude, 
that in the 52 counties of Eng- 
land and Wales there were 
more than double the number.” 
—AHistory of Puritans, vol. 2, 
p- ae. “ 

o people of the present age, 
the historteal facts, which ~ a 
now been exhibited, will appear 
of a dark ¢ 7 Subse- 
quent chapters, however, may 
bring to view things of later 
date which will be equally as- 


27 





210 


tonishing to future generations. 
It is wonderful that rational be- 
ings should ever have thought 
of adopting. such methods for 
protecting or advaneing truth 
or religion ; and it is truly re- 
markable how commocly it has 
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been the ease, that those who 
have led the way in emerging 
from error, and have done the 
most good in the world, have 
been treated as the enemies of 
God and man. 


—aiPe— 


PROPOSITION OF DR. RUSH FOR SOBER HOUSES. 


Doctor Rvsu. in his treatise 
on “ the Diseases of the Mind,” 
has one chapter on the “ Dz- 

“RANGEMENT OF THE WILL,” 
or “Morat DERANGEMENT.” 
The habit of intemperance in 
the use of intoxicating liquors 
is among the diseases of this 
kind. After remarking on the 
difficulty of recovering men 
from this disease, and the gen- 
eral inefficacy of the means or 
remedies whieh have hitherte 
been tried, he seriously propes- 
ed “the Establishment of a 
Hospital in every city and town 
in the United States for the ex- 
elusive reception of hard drink- 
ers.”” . 
“ They are,says Dr. Rush, 
as much objects of public hu- 
manity and charity, as mad 
peor. They are indeed more 
urtful to society than most of 
the deranged patients of a com- 
men hospital would be if they 
were set at liberty. Who-can 
ealculate the extensive influence 
of a drunken husband or wife 
upon the property and morals of 
their families, and the waste of 
the former and the corruption 
of the latter upon the order and 
happiness of society ? 

** Let it not be said that con- 
fining such persons in a hospi- 
tal would be an infringement 
upon personal liberty, ineom- 
patible with the freedom of our 
government. We do not use 


this argument when we confine 
a thief in jail ; and yet, taking 
the aggregate evil of the great- 
er number of drunkards than 
thieves into consideration, and 
the greater evils which the in- 
fluence of their immoral exam- 
ple and conduct introduce inte 
society than stealing, it must be 
obvious that the safety and pros- 
perity of acommunity will be 
more promoted by confining 
them than the common thief. 

* To prevent injustice or ep- 
pression, no person should be 
sent to the contemplated hospi- 
tal or Soszr Hous, without 
being examined and eommitted 
by a court, consisting of a phy- 
sitian and two or thre. magis- 
trates, or commissioners ap- 
pointed for that purpose. If 
the patient possess property, it 
should be put into the hands of 
trustees to take care of it. 
Within this house the patient 
should be debarred the use of 
ardent spirits, anc drink only, 
for a while, sueh swbstitutes for 
them as a physieian should di- 
rect. ‘T'ebaceo, one of the pro- 
vocations of intemperance in 
drinking, should likewise be 
gradually abstracted from them. 
Their food should be simple, 
but for a while moderately cor- 
dial. ‘They should be employ- 
ed in their former respective 
occupations, for their own or 


for the public benefit ; and all 













































the religious, moral, and phy- 
sical remedies should be em- 
ployed at the same time for the 
complete and radical cure of 
their disease.”’—p. 267-8. 

‘Lhe proposition of Dr. Rush 
for establishing Sober Houses, 
and the view he has given ef 
the greater injury done to com- 
munity by drunkenness than 
by stealing, are worthy of the 
serious consideration of the 
philanthropist and the Chris- 
tian. It -is surely time that 
something should be done to 
restrain and reform those who 
are in the habit of intemper- 
ance, and to prevent others from 
following their pernicious ex- 


Remarks on John viii. 33-36. 

















211 


ample. It would probably be 
much cheaper for the commu- 
nity to provide Sober Houe+s 
to eonfine and employ the in- 
temperate, in the early stages 
of their “ disease,” than to sup- 


port them and their families as 


paupers after they have wasted 
ali their property. A very 
great portion of the paupers in 
the country have been brought 
into this situation by the exees- 
sive use of strong drink ; and 
if it be the duty of the eommu- 
nity to support them after they 
have thus ruined themselves, 
much more is itadaty to save 
them from sueh ruin. 


EE 


REMARKS ON JOHN VIII. 338-36. 


33 They answered him, We be 
Abraham’s seed, and were never in 
bondage to any man : how sayest thou, 
¥e shall be made free ? 

34 Jesus answered them, Verily, 
verily, | say unto you, Whosoever 
committeth sin is the servant of sin. 

35 And the servant abideth not in 
the house forever ; dut the Son abideth 
ever. 

36 !f the Son therefore shall make 
you free, ye shall be free indeed. 


Mr. Epirorn—Having some- 
times heard a wish expressed 
that the connexion between 
these verses, and especially that 
the precise bearing of verse 35, 
were more obvious, I take the 
liberty of offering you a few ob- 
servations, in the hepe that 
they may be as satisfactory to 
ethers as ‘they have been to 
myself. i 

Our Saviour had told the 
Jews (v. 32.) that his truth 
should make them free. The 
Jews answered, (v. 33.) that 
they are already free, and had 
weverbeen slaves. Wpon which 


Jesus (vy. 34.) explains himself 
to mean a moral freedom. 
Every man, he says, who com- 
mits sin has lost his freedom— 
is the slave of sin; and it is 
from this bondage that my trath 
shall set him free. He goes on 
(y. 35.) to illustrate the mean- 
ing by the case of a household 
slave. A slave abideth not in 
the house forever—is not a per- 
manent member of the family, 
but liable at any time to be re- 
moved. By this he means te 
tell them, that se long as they 
are sinners, slaves to sin, the 

cannot have a permanent abode 
in the family, house, or church 
of God. Here doubtless is an 
allusion to their state as the 
chosen, peculiar people of God. 
Considered as such, they come 
of his household’; but, if slaves 
of sin, they could not abide in 
his house, bot were liable to be 
east out. A son, he adds, a- 
bideth ever; and. as among 
men the son hae power to give 
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freedom to the slaves, so (v. 36.) 
the Son of God hath power to 
give freedom to the slaves of 
sin; if he therefore make you 
free, ye shall be free indeed ; 
e shall then be members of the 
usehold of God, and abide in 
the house forever. 
In reading these verses, it 
arsto me that we should 
Keep in mind that it was the 
intention of our Lerd to explain 
his expression in v. 32, the truth 
shall make you free. This it 
was at which the Jews cavilled ; 
and we must in every part of 
our Saviour’s reply consider the 
bearing it has upon that expres- 
sion, if we would understand it 
aright. The following seems 
to be a just view of the passage : 
My truth gives freedom, be- 
cause it delivers from sin, and 
every sinner isa slave. If-you 
are sinners, then you are slaves, 
and therefore canaot be heirs of 
God’s house. If you wish to be 
heirs, come to the Son, and he 
by his truth will deliver you 
from bondage, and fit you to a- 
bide in the house. 
J have used the word slave 
instead of servant, because, as 
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every one knows, it is the more 
exact meaning of the word, and 
better conveys the intention of 
Christ. The English word ser- 
vant, in the common use of tan- 
guage, does not imply that a 
man is not free already; our 
servantsareallfree. ‘The word 
slave therefore is the proper one 
to be here used, which implies, 
what our Lord evidently intend- 
ed, the want of freedom. 

In verse 35, I have used the 
indefinite instead of the definite 
article, (a servant. a son,) be- 
cause it appears that Jesus is 
stating a general truth which 
has respect to all servants and 
sons, and is not confining his 
remark to any particular case. 
Indeed it appears to me that 
the force of the remark depends 
much upon our understanding 
this as the assertion of a gener- 
al principle. 

If you think these remarks of 
any value, I should be pleased 
to see them in the Disciple. If 
you think otherwise, as I offer 
them with diffidence, I shall not 
be mortified if they are sup- 
pressed ; forI am only an en- 
quirer. 


ee 


PORTRAITURE OF DOMESTIC SLAVERYs. 


Tue people of New-England, 
having abolished slavery among 
themselves, are but litile ac- 
quainted with the situation of 
society in the southern states, 

or of the dangers to which our 
eountry is exposed from the ex- 
tstence of more than a million 
of slaves in its bosom. Both 
the sin and the misery which 
accompanies slavery, is indeed 
dreadful. Not ouly the condi- 
tion of the slaves but that of the 
‘slave-holders is truly affecting. 


This will appear from the fol- 
Jowing passages collected from 
the “ Portraiture of Domestic 
Slavery in the United States.” 
“ Without offering an opinion 
on the ny of the expres- 
sion of Mr. Jefferson, I must 
add, that I tremble for my coun- 
try when I reflect that God is 


just. and that his justice is ever 


active and continually exeeuting 
its commission! The truth of 
this may be easily recognized 
by any obscrver who bas not 






































iki tes ae 





been familiarized to the eon- 
stant presence of slavery, from 
infaney. Indeed the possessors 
of slaves, with whom I have 
eonversed, while travelling 
through several slave districts, 
frequently acknowledge that 
they “have inherited a curse 
from their ancestors, and that it 
would be beiter for the country 
if the slaves were all out of it.” 
And with respect to the red arm 
of vengeance exposed and bare, 
it must often menace those 
neighbourhoods, whence the 
citizens frequently write to their 
friends in the north, that * it is 
high time to leave a country 
where one cannot go to bed in 
the evening, without the appre- 
hension of beigg massacred be- 
fore morning!” I have been as- 
sured by eitizens having per- 
sonal knowledge of the fact, 
that, the rage of the slaves is 
such, in some districts, and es- 
pecially near Savannah, that 
their masters and overseers are 
obliged to retreat to some secure 
place during the night, or em- 
ploy armed sentinels. Four 
slaves were executed but a few 
months sinee, in Maryland, for 
destroying the life of their mas- 
ter’s brother, while he was in 
the act of inflicting corporeal 
punishment upon them. 

** Many instances have exist- 
eil, where slaves, in astate ofen- 
raged desperation, have involy- 
ed their masters and themselves, 
of course, in motual destruction. 
A gentleman of high respecta- 
bility, lately informed me, that 
he personally knew a master 
of slaves, who retreated every 
night into an upper room, the 
entrance into which was by a 
trap-door, and kept an axe by 
his side for defence. 
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“ While at a public house, 
in Fredericktown, there came 
into the bar-room (on Sunday) 
a decently dressed white man, 
of quite a light complexion, in 
company with one who was to- 
tally black. After they went 
away, the landlord observed 
that the white man was a slave. 
I asked him with some surprise, 
how that could be possible ? 
To which he replied, that he 
was a descendant, by female 
ancestry, of an African slave. 
He also stated, that not far from 
Fredericktown, there was a 
slave estate, on which there 


were several white females of as 


fair and elegant appearance as 
white ladies in general, helc im 
legal hondage as slaves. 

“] have received direct in- 
formation from a_ genileman 
who witnessed the fact, that in 
one of the slave states, a white 
man, having married one of his 
female slaves, after she had 
borne him several children, sold 
the whole of them together as 
he would a drove of cattle; and 
it is said sueh instances are fre- 
quent. <A gentleman brought 
with him from the southward 
to Philadelphia, (the city of 
brotherly love,) his half broth- 
er, the son of his father by a 
slave, and attempted to sell 
him ! He was happily prevent- 
ed from executing his sacrileg- 
ious design by the interposition 
of a respectable citizen, whe 
also’procured the legal restora- 
tion of freedom to the darker 
faced brother.” 

According to this author not 
yen | slavery, but the slave trade. 
still exists in this land. Even 
free blacks are kidnapped, 
bought and sold, manacled and 
abused at the very seat of ect 
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free government, and in con- 
tempt of every law human or 
divine. The following scene 
was witnessed by Mr. ‘Torrey, 
the author of the pamphlet. 
“On the 4th day of Decem- 
ber, 1815, (the day on whieh 
the session of Congress eom- 
menced,) being at the seat of 
sovernment ef the United States, 
1 was preparing te enjoy the 
first opportunity that had oc- 
eurred to me, of beholding the 
assembled representatives of the 
American republic. As I was 
about to proceed to the building 
where the session was opened, 
my agreeable reverie was sud- 
denly interrupted by the voice 
ef a stammering boy, who, as 
he was coming into the house, 
from the street, exclaimed, 
“There goes the Ge-Ge-orgy- 
men with a drove o’ niggers 
ehain’d together two and two.” 
What’s that, said I—I must 
see,—and, going to the door, I 
just had a distant glimpse of a 
hight covered waggon, followed 
by a procession of men, women 
and children, resembling that 
of afuneral. I followed them 
hastily ; and as I approached 
so near as to discover that they 
were bound together in pairs, 
some with ropes, and some with 
iron chains, (which I had hith- 
erto seen used only for restrain- 
ing beasts,) the involuntary sue- 
eessive heavings of my bosom 
became irrepressible. This 
was, with'me, an affection per- 
feetly peeuliar to itself, which 
never having before experiene- 
ed, gave mé -some surprise. 
Overtaking the caravan, just 
epposite the old eapitol (then 
in a state of ruins from the con- 
flagration by the British army,) 
I inquired of one of the drivers 


(of whom there were twe) 
‘“what part of the country they 
were taking all these people 
to?” * To Georgia,” he re- 
plied. ‘ Have you not, said I, 
enough such people in that 
country yet?” “ Not quite e- 
nough,” he said. I found my- 
self incapable of saying more, 
and was coinpelled to avert my 
eyes immediately from the 
heart-rending scene! Had 
Sterne been present, and sur- 
veyed (with real instead of ima- 
ginary vision.) this groupe of 
bond-men and bond.women,and 
bond-children. with their mute 
sad faces veiled with black des- 
air—“‘ and heard the chains 
rattle, which encumbered their 
bodies,’—and “had seen the 
iron enter their souls’’*—-he 
would again have “ burst into 
tears.” I walked along some 
distance before them, down 
Pennsylvavia Avenue, and, on 
turning round, observed that 
they had left that street, (as if 
the spirit of PENN bad repel- 
led the contact of such a trage- 
dy with his name,) and directed 
their course towards the Poto- 
mac bridge. At the same mo- 
ment an African passed by, 
driving a hack ; and bebolding 
his brethren, 
(——— Trembling, weeping, cap- 
tive led,” 
extended his arm towards them, 
and exclaimed, “See there! 
an’t-that right down murder ? 
Don’t you call that right down 
murder ?”? On uttering to him 
indistinetly, that I did not know, 
he renewed his request to be 
answered, and.I replied, “Ido 
not know but it is murder.” 
These expressions instantly re- 
minded me of the frequency of 
murders and deaths, not only 
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of slaves, but of white and free 
‘ black men, resulting from des- 
potic alenesys and particularly 
from the slave traffic. Sever- 
al instanees of this kind had 
very recently come to my knowl- 
edge, from unquestionable sour- 
ees ; and at that moment press- 
ed themselves with peculiar 
force upon my excited imagina- 
tion; among which I will recite 
the following : 

‘A slave having eseaped 
from his master, in the state of 
North Carolina, within two or 
three years past, was seized and 
brought back, by a heing, who, 
when requested by. the master 
touame the reward he should 
render him for returning the 
slave, replied, that all the com- 
pensation he desired, was_ the 
satisfaction of flogging him. 
This being granted, the slave 
was Fie to a log, and the 
*“ resounding lask’’ applied, un- 
til the resentment of his exeeu- 
tioner was satiated. The in- 
fatuated master then took the 
ensanguined lash himself, and 
was abeut te repeat the process 
of flagellation, when Death, not 
then a kung of terrors, but a 
generous benefaetor, a “ friend 
in need,” rescued him from the 
intended protraction of his ex- 
eruciating torment. 

“In the state of Pennsylva- 
nia, a considerable number of 
years ago, the proprietor of a 
furnace took upa black boy, a 
few years old, and in the pres- 
ence of his distraeted father, 
wantonly thrust him into the 
flames aud melted metal, where 
he was instantly consumed.! 
The information of this horrible 
deed was originally communi- 
eated by a respectable eitizen 
of the eity of Washington, who 
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formerly resided in the state of 
Pennsylvania, aud it has been 
fur‘her corroborated by another, 
of the city of Philadelpbia, 

“In the state of New Jersey, 
a female.slave, several years 
ago, was bound to a log, and 
scored with a knife, in a shock- 
ing manner across her baek, 
and the gashes stufled with salt! 
after which, she was tied to a 
post in a cellar, where after 
suffering three days, death kind- 
ly terminated her misery. This 
fact was communicated at 
Washington, by the same gen- 
tleman above mentioned.” 

Is it possible that rational 
beings so inhuman and merei- 
less, should be found ox this 
side of the infernal regions! 
or that this horrid traffie in 
human flesh and blood should 
have existence in this land of 
liberty ! ! 

It may be doubted whether 
more atrocious or more glaring 
inconsistencies can be found m 
any part of the world than in 
the United States. We boast 
of our civil constitutions, whicie 
are founded on the principles, 
that “ all men are born equally 
free and independent,” and yer, 
under the protection of the gen- 
eral government, men are per- 
miited to enslave their brethren, 
to deprive them of almost every 
eivil and natural right, to hold 
them as property, and dispose 
of them by sale or by will, ag 
they do the beasts of the field. 

In the preceding Number the 
idea was suggested that the 
black people of this country 
have as strong claims on the 
compassion of Christians as 
either the “red brethren of the 
wilderness,” or the inhabitants 
of India. But on reflection a 
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question arises, whether many 
of the slave-helders do not de- 
mand attention as really as the 
slaves. If the former should 
become thoroughly civilized and 
christianized, the eondition of 
the latter would soon be chang- 
ed. Perhaps, however, there is 
not any other class of men of 
more inaccessible minds, or who 
lie less open to receive instruc- 
tion in * the things that belong 
to their peace,” than those who 
have been educated as tyrants, 
and are accustomed to regard 
fellow beings as property and 
slaves, made only to minister to 
their luxury, pride and lust. 
With regard to many of them 
it is to be feared, that noth- 
ing will ever epen their eyes 
but a terrific reverse of condi- 
tion. 

According to tiie census in 
4810, the whole population of 
the United States was 7,230,514, 
of which number 1,135,223 were 
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slaves—which is almost on 
sixth of the whole. 

The total of the population 
of Massachusetts, New-Hamp- 
shire and Connecticut was 
1,177,181—which is less by 
8,122 than the number of slaves 
in this “land of freedom and 
equal rights !” 

Suppose then that all the 
people of New-Hampshire, Mas- 
sachusetts and Connecticut were 
now in the condition of the 
southern slaves ! What would 
be our feelings ? Should we not 
expect that our “cries would 
enter the ears of the Lord of 
Sabaoth P” Should we not hope 
that in this age of benevolent 
institutions something would be 
done fur our emancipation ? 
Should we not be ready to ex- 
elaim, “Is it nothing to you,all ye 
that pass by,” that so many of 
your brethren are greaniug under 
oppressiou, being doomed to ig- 
norance, servitude and misery ! 
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Gu, for alodge in some vast wilderness, 

Somme boundless contiguity of shade, 

Where rumour of oppression and de- 
ceif, 

Of unsuccessful or successful war, 

Might never reach me more! My ear 
is pain’d, 

My soul is sick with ev’ry day’s report 

Of wrong and outrage with which 
earth is fill’d. 

There is no flesh in man’s obdurate 
heart ; 

It does not feel for man. The nat’ral 
bond 

Of brotherhood is sever’d, as the flax 

That falls asun:ler at the touch of fire. 

He finds his fellow guilty of a skin 

Not colour’d like his own ; and hav- 
ing pow’r 

T’ inforce the wrong, for such a wor- 
thy cause 

Dooms and devotes him as his lawful 


prey. 
Lands intersected by a narrow frith 


Abhoreach other. Mountains inter- 
posed, 

Make enemies of nations, who had 
else, 

Like kindred drops, been mingled inte 
one 

Thus man devotes his brother, and de- 
stroys ; 

And worse than all, and most to be 
deplor’d 

As human nature’s broadest, foulest 
blot, / 

Chains eaten tasks him, and exacts 
his @veat 

With stripes) that mercy, with a bleed- 
ing heart, 

Weeps when she sees inflicted ona 
beast 

Then what is man! And what man 
seeing this, 

And having human feelings, does not 
blush 

+nd hang his head, to think himself a 

: man ? 








% would not have a slave to til] my 
ground, 
To carry me; to fan me while I sleep, 
And tremble when I wake, for all the 
. wealth 
That sinews bought and sold have 
ever earn’d. 
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No; dear as freedom is, and in my 
heart’s 

Just estimation priz’d above all price ; 

I had much rather be myself the 
slave, 

And wear the bonds, than fasten them 
on him. CowPer. 
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REPORT 
Of the Executive Committee of the Bi- 
bie Scciet: of Massachusetts, prepar- 
ed for the Anniversary of the Society, 
Fune 5, 1817. 


Tue Executive Committee of the 
Bible Society of Massachusetts re- 
spectfully report, that, during the 
last year they have distributed 


295 large Bibles, 
1256 common do. 
813 Testaments. 





29364 the whole number. 


This distribution has been almost 
exclusively within the limits of the 
Commonwealth. The establishment 
of Bible Societies in other states, and 
particularly that of the National Insti. 
tution, has greatly diminished the ap- 
plications from remoter places. But 
it has left opportunity for more careful 
investigation, and larger resources for 
the supply, of our wants at home. 
Within this metropolis, very many 
families have been found destitute of 
the Scriptures; who have lately re- 
ceived them. This demand, in a sit- 
uation, where it perhaps might least 
have been expected, has confirmed 
your Committee, im an opinion, already 
expressed, that nothing but inquiry is 
necessary, to show the importance 
and necessity of Bible Institutions, 
even in those districts, that might 
seem best supplied. 

Numerous applications have been 
made, during the past year, from se.- 
men, particularly from the southern 
shores of the state; which have been 
answered agreeably to the regulations, 
which were thought expedient by the 
Trustees. Your Committee have the 
satisfaction to believe, that, in numer- 
ous instances, the bounty of the Soci- 
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ety, in this direction, has been judi- 
ciously applied, and gratefully improv- 
ed. They have become more a 
more impressed with the obligation 
of providing for the spiritual necessi- 
ties of that important class of our fel- 
low citizens. But it is with grief and 
indignation, they are compelled to no- 
tice some instances of deception, by 
which the sacred inténtions of the So- 
ciety have been abused, and which 
urge the necessity of still greater re- 
strictions, than were at first deemed 
sufficient. They are happy, however, 
to state, in this connexion, that an 
Auxiliary Society has recently been 
formed in the district, where applica- 
tions have been mest numerous, 
which, by its immediate vicinity, can 
better ascertain the real wants of 
those, who apply ; and by this means, 
no less than by their pecuniary aid, 
may essentially promote the objects 
of our Institution. - 

One of tie most interesting subjects, 
that have enga your tion, is 
the formation of the American Bible 
Society, and the union, which, since 
the last anniversary, has been estab- 
lished by our own, as auxiliary to it. 
Your Committee would recur with 
pleasure to an Institution, which 
promises to advance so extensively 
the great object, we equally propose ; 
which affords ter facilities and 
resources for the distribution of the 
Scriptures to the remoter of 
our country ; and which, by embrac- 
ing so widely Christians of every de- 
nomination in one comumon cause, May, 
as it is fervently hoped, be blessed of 
the God of love, to ‘the diffusion of 
Christian charity. 

Itis with great satisfaction, your 
Committee are able to state, that, in 
consequence of new exertions, made 
since our union with the National So- 
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ciety, nearly two hundred names have 
been added to the humber of our sub- 
scribers, and very considerable dona- 
tions have been obtained. The suc- 
cess of these recent exertions, gives 
encouragement f:. more. There are 
doubtless many, who would gladly 
contribute to such an object, who 
have not yet been invited. And, as it 
has been thought most expedient to 
make the Massachusetts Bible Secie- 
ty the medium of aid, from this quar- 
ter, to the American Institution; and 
as, from death and various other 
changes, an annual subscriptidn is 
subject to constant diminution, your 
Committee would respectfully suggest 
the expediency of annually appointing 

a standing committee to adopt plans 
for the increase of the Society. ‘The 
éstablishment of Bible Associations 
in parishes and smaller cireles, has 
already proved highly serviceable ; 
and they give a convenient opportuni- 
ty to a large and valuable class of our 
fellow citizens, to contribute, their 
mites, and gratify their benevolent 
and pious wishes, who cannot afford 
to become regular members. 

Though, from the various sources 
of supply, whieh have been opened in 
different parts of the country, our 
own sphere of operation has become 
more limited, yet very much remains 
to be done. New objects are dail 
presented for the charity of the Insti- 
tution, Itis not sufficient, that the 
wants of a district, a town, or village 
have been once supplied. Continual 
changes, in the condition of individu- 
als and communities, obvious to the 
most careless observer of human life, 
with the necessary use and wear of 
the frequently read volume, make it 
necessary to renew your bounty, in 
the same neighbourhood, from time 
to time. And while it is important 
to guard, even with a jealous care, 
against every abuse pf this charity, it 
is desirable to adopt liberal principles 
in the distribution of the “ Word of 
Life,” that message of the ‘* Most 
High, to show the way of salvation.” 

, Inclosing this brief survey, we can- 
not fail to express our fervent grati- 
tude to the ‘* Author of every perfect 
gift,” for the smiles of his providence 
mpon our Institution the year past. 
We rejoice in the new patronage it 
has received, and the many pleasing 
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opportunities, that have been opened, 
of extending its benefits. We cannot, 
indeed, offer any thing in comparisoa 
of those grand and munificent chari- 
ties, which have made the “ British 
and Foreign Bible Society” the glory 
and joy of the Christian world. But 
it is our honour and happiness to con- 
spire with that unequalled Institution, 
and with multitudes of fellow disct- 
ples, in the benevolent work of diffus- 
ing the Gospel of truth. Our efforts 
have been rather as the “ small rain 
and the gentle shower.” We have 
sent the Bible to the school of charity, 
to the dwelling of the poor, to the 
cabin of the mariner: And there we 
leave it, in humble faith of the promis- 
ed blessing, that it may, though si- 
lently, yet effectually, prove the light 
and salvation of many souls; uniting 
our fervent prayers to the God of all 
grace, that He would smile upon all 
the efforts, that are making in Christ- 
endom, in the cause of truth and 
charity, till the “ wilderness shall be 
as Eden, and the desert like the gar- 
den of the Lord.” 
By the Executive Committee. 





Donations to the Massachusetts Bible 
Society for the past year. 


Rev. Henry Colman, from some 


ladies 3 
Rev. J. White of Dedham, from 

Cent Contributions 19 50 
Rey. E. Corey 1 


Rev. John Pierce, contribution 
from children in Brookline 

A Friend 

Persons unknown 

Miss Abigail Bent 

Rev. J. Bartlett, from a Socie- 
ty:in Marblehead 

A Lady, by Rev. Mr. Lowell 

Mrs, E. Clark, Middleborough, 
by Rev. Dr. Baldwin 

A Friend 

A Lady, by Mr. Cumniings 

Eben. Billings 

Mrs. Aaron Hill 

Enoch Lane 

Samuel Bates 

James F. Trott. - 

Mrs. Ingersoll 

A Friend, by Mr. Cummings 

John Leman 


15 
50 


ft CD bet pet 
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me 


Carried forward  _$ 67 15 
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Brought forward 67 15 Rev. Francis Parkman, from 
John Boyle 2 Female Bible Association 13 06 
John Baker 15 W. Breed 5 
Benjamin Loring 4 A Friend, by Moses Grant, jr. 5 
Rev. Joshua Bates, from his do. do. do. 2 
Society in Dedham 12 42 Rev. Tho’s. Gray, donations from 
A Friend, by Rey. Mr. Gray 10 Mrs. Sarah Edwards 5 
A Lady, by do. do. 1 Mr. Joseph Curtis 5 
Miss Ruth Adams, bydo. do. 1 Mrs. Eben. Weld bi 
T. Bartlett 10 Mrs. Sarah Heath 1 
Mr. Hall 10 Mrs. M. 5 
Francis Amory 10 Mrs. Margaret Williams 1 
E.. Ladd 3 Miss Betsey Williams i 
Daniel Henchman 3 Miss Lucretia Williams 1 
Epes Sargent 5 Rev. J. Foster, from a Lady 1 
Charles Walley 10 Rev. S. F. Swift, do. do. 1 
A Friend 1 Rev. John Pierce, from Cent 
do. do. 1 Contributions in Brookline $7 17 
do. do. 50 Elisha Brigham, 50 Bibles 
Samuel Brown 10 Asher pam 20 do. 
William Hall 2 Samuel Salisbury, Esq. 50 
Nathaniel Alley ’ 5 ee 
T. N. Wood 5 $386 75 
J. S. Colburn 5 — . 
Benjamin Davis 5 : pti. 
Jonathan Carleton 5 Life sete it tah the past year 
David Watson 2 William Worthington 50 
Benjamin Weld 5 Samuel Appleton, Esq, 50 
Joseph Bray 5 William Marston 50 
Samuel A. Wells 5 Rev. Francis Parkman 50 
Rev. Mr. Goff, from Ladies in Deni Y 
Westminster 32 45 7: $ 200 
a 


Permanent funds of the Massachusetts Bible Society, the interest 
only of which is to be annually expended. 





Three Massachusetts Bank Shares, at cost, , 1912 50 

Fifteen Manufacturers and Mechanics’ Bank Shares, cost 750 

Permanent funds unappropriated, 787 50 
$ 3450 00 


I 


Statement of receipts and expenditures of the Massachusetts Bible 
Society, from June, 1816, to June, 1817. 


1816. 

June, Balance on hand from last year, 366 11 
Collected after anniversary sermon, 266 00 
Dividends on Bank Shares, 151 25 
Received for Duties returned on Bibles purchased at Bath, 

and shipped to England, to the British and Foreign Bible 

Society, 37 25 
Donations the past year, 386 75 
From 330 Annual Subscribers, ‘= 1307 00 

Four Life Subscriptions, 200 
From various persons for sales of Bibles, 51.10 


Donations received on account of American Bible Society; 90 12 
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Paid for Bibles and Testaments, the past year, 


Porterage, Fréight, &c. 


Paid A. J. Allen, for Stamping, 


Paid John Eliot, Printing, 


Paid Cummings & Hilliard, for do. 
Paid J. Simonds, for collecting, 


To balance in the Treasury, June 5, 1817, 
Permanent Fund, 
Current Fund, 


Boston, June 5, 1817. 
Errors Excepted, 


1454 10 

10 48 

13 60 

78 50 

27 59 

36 47 
———1620 69 


787 59 
727 39 
————— 1514 89 





$3135 58 





JOHN TAPPAN, Treasurer 
JOHN GREW, Assistant Treasurer. 


OR a 


REPORT 
Of the Directors of the Female Society 
of Boston and wicinity, far the Pro- 
motion of Christianity among the 


Fews. 


Tue Directors of the Female Soci- 
ety of Boston and the vicinity, for the 
promotion of Christianity amongst 
the Jews, in obedience to the 5th ar- 
ticle of the Constitution, beg leave to 
present the following 

REPORT : 

We would offer you our sincere 
congratulations on this your first An- 
nual Meeting, for the almost unparal- 
leled success with which the estab- 
lishment of this Society has been at- 


tended, and which we hail as the har- 
binger of its future extensive useful- 
ness. With emotions of pleasure, do 
we also communicate to you, the 
formation of several associations for 
the promotion of the same object in 
different parts of this state. Two, 
namely, those of Medfield and Ux- 
bridge, have become our auxiliaries. 
There is likewise, in the city of New- 
York, a Male Society “for the Evan- 
gelizing of the Jews.” 

By the Treasurer’s Books it ap- 
pears, that the annual subscribers 
and donors to our Institution dre more 
than five hundred, and life-subscri- 
bers, forty-nine. 


The monies collected in Boston and the vicinity from annual sub- 


scriptions and donations amounts to 
Life subscriptions appropriated as a permanent fund, 


1153 41 
490 00 


We acknowledge the receipt of forty-four dollars from the ladies of 
Newburyport. Which sum is by their request to be sent to the 
London Institution for the purpose of aiding the translation of the 


New Testament into Hebrew, 
From the Auxiliary Medfield Society, 


From the Uxbridge Female Prayer Society, 

From Cazenovia, in the State of N. Y. a female friend writes, that 
for two years she has been much engaged in prayer for the Jews, 
but found no one feeling for their wretched state, until she saw, in 
the Panoplist, the Constitution of this Society; with the letter she 


sent three dollars and fift 


cents, as a donation, saying that two 


dollars of it were earned by hard labour, and one dollar and fifty 
cents by refraining from the use of snuff for one year ; and request- 


ed to be considered an annual subscriber for the future 
Interest on six per cent. Stock of the U. S. 


Sum total of monies received, 


3 50 
26 34 


$ 1263 50 





_ 
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The subscriptions and donations, with the interest on the life subscriptions, 
are at the disposal of the Board of Managers. 


Contingent expences during the year past, for Printing Constitutions 


and Receipts, purchase of Books, &c. i 48 63 
A Bill of Exchange for one hundred pounds sterling,-was in July 
last, by a vote of the Directors, transmitted to the Society in Lon- 
don, for the conversion of the Jews, to be appropriated to that ob- 
ject, and as a token of the interest felt for their success, 444 44 
The receipt of this has been acknowledged by their Secretary the 
Rey. C. S. Hawtrey. 
Purchase of six per cent Stock of the U. S. 605 10 
Loss on gold and exchange of foreign money, 5 54 
Total of monies expended, $1108 71 
Cash remaining in the hands ot the Treasurer, 159 79 


It is most ardently hoped that those, 
who have contributed towards the 
founding of this Society, will continue 
to aid in its support, and not suffer 
their desire for its duration to abate 
as the novelty of its object diminishes. 

The precise number of Jews in 
America has not yet been satisfacto- 
rily ascertained, although letters, for 
this purpose, have been addressed by 
the Corresponding Secretary, to per- 
sons of great respectability in most of 
the principal cities in these U. States. 
From previous estimation, however, 
there must be no less than three 
thousand living in unbelief. Would 
it not create emotions of pleasure in 
the breast of the most lukewarm 
Christian, to feel that he has in any 
degree, been instrumental in removing 
the thick films, which have long dark- 
ened the vision of this once highly en- 
lightened people? And should not 
gratitude for the inestimable blessings 
received through the Jews, induce us, 
on whom they have been so liberally 
bestowed, to endeavour, both by our 
prayers and exertions, to give them a 
right understanding of the facts con- 
tained in that Boot, which they have 
so faithfully preserved, but. the study 
of which, they have so wilfully neg- 
lected. it may he urged that they 
enjoy like privileges in this country, 

with the rest of its inhabitants, for the 
attainment of divine truth, and if they 
do not improve these advantages, 
neither will they be persuaded by any 
means which maybe used. Let us, 
however, have the satisfaction of feel- 
ing assured that we have “ done with 
our might, what our hands could find 
to do,” and by the blessing of the Al- 


mighty the design of this Institution 

shall be accomplished: Our Bible af- 

fords us ample reasons for believing 

that the period will arrive, when God's 

ancient covenant people shall, by the 

divine grace, be brought to a knowl- 

edge of their Lord and Saviour, The 

passages referring to this event are 

numberless ; ‘* 1 will have mercy upon 

the house of Judah, and will save 

them by the Lord their God ; I will 
make a covenant of peace with them, 
it shall be an everlasting covenant, and 
I will place them, and multiply them, 
and my tabernacle shall be with them, 
yea I will be their God and they shall 

be my people.” But in the words of 
the ingenious and pious Cunningham, 

“It is needless to multiply extracts 

from the sacred book ; wherever the 

harp of Zion sounds, the song of their 

future triumphs is heard, wherever 
the hand of prophecy rends the veil 
from future events and displays to us 
the glories of the last days, it always 
points to the Jews as first in the proces- 
sion of worthies, as heading the march 
of universal victory. The ultimate 
triumphs of Christianity are in a megs. 
ure suspended on the Conversion of the 
SFews ; the world is to wait for them. 
The earth is not to be watered by the 
richest dews of heaven, till the vine 
flourishes upon the holy hill.” We 
have before us the animating exam 

of the parent society in London, with 
many auxiliary societies for the pro- 
motion of this truly sublime object ; 
they are indefatigable in their labours, 
which have already been attended with 
much success, and we anticipate the 
period when the thousands of those 
“lost sheep of the house of Israel” 
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which our blessed Saviour professes 
he came especially to save, will hear 
the voice of their Shepherd, and fol- 
jow hun in obédience, adoration and 
love 


** Ffail glorious day ! expected long, 
When Jew and Greek one prayer 
shall pour, ' 
With eager feet one temple throng, 
One God with grateful praise adore.” 


li aaa 
RECENT ANNUAL MEETINGS. 


On Monday, June 2, the Ancient 
and Honourable Artillery Company, 
held their 178th anniversary for the 
choice of officers. 

The Rev. Daniel C. Saunders, D. 
D. of Medfield, preached the Dis- 
course from 2 Chronicles xvii. 10 — 
* And the fear of the Lord fell upon 
all the kingdoms of the lands, that 
were round about Judah, so that. they 
made no war against Jehoshaphat.” 

On Thursday, June 5, ‘‘The Bible 
Society of Massachusetts” held its 
eighth annual meeting. 

The Rev. Dr. Harris of Dorchester 

hed the anniversary Sermon, 

m Hevelations xiv. 6,7.—* And I 
saw another angel fly in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting gospel 
to preach unto them, that dwell on 
the éarth, and to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people,” &c. 

The collection after sermon was 
$165 38. After service, the Society 
remained to transact the armual busi- 
ness. ‘The following officers were 
chosen. 

His Hon. William Phillips, President. 
Rev. ¥. T Kirkland, D. D. LL. D.V. P. 
Rev. Samuel C. Thacher, Cor. Sec’ry. 
Rev. ¥ohn Pierce, Recording Sec’ry. 
Mr. ohn Tappan, Treasurer. 

Mr. Sohn Grew, Assistant Treasurer, 


TRUSTEES. 
Rev. James Freeman, D. D. 
Rev. Eliphalet Porter, D. D, 
’ Rev. Abiel Holmes, D..D. 
Rev. Thomas Baldwin, D. D. 
Rev. Charles Lowell, 
Rev. Joshua Huntingtop. 
Samuel Salisbury, Esq. 
Hon. Isaac Parker, 
Hon, Peter C. Brooks. 


Joseph Hurd, Esq. 
Samuel Parkman, Esq. 
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Joseph May, Esq. 
Henry Hill, Esq. 

Dea. John Simpkins. 
Hon. Thomas Dawes. 
Dea. Samuel H. Walley. 
Dea. Benjamin West. 
Dea. Daniel P. Parker, 





REPORT OF A COMMITTEE OF MAS- 
SACHUSETTS CONVENTION. 


To the Editor of the Christian Disciple. 


Mr. Ep1tTor—Enclosed is the Re- 
port of the Massachusetts Convention 
of Congregational Ministers, at their 
Apnual Meeting, last May, on the 
subject of Intemperance. It will show 
the interest, which this venerable 
bedy of men, who are the constituted 
observers, reformers, and guardians 
of public morals, takes in the best 
good of the community. By publish- 
ing these proceedings you may help 
to keep alive the attention of your 
readers to an evil, which is unhappily 
prevalent among us, and which is 
equally unfavourable to character, to 
property, to usefulness, to morals, and 
religion. Already have its alarming 
progress and effects arrested the no- 
tice of the friends of virtue and piety 
throughout our country. [t is hum- 
bly hoped, that these earnest and unit- 
ed efforts may contribute in some de- 
gree to the prevention, if not control, 
of avice, which cannot but be repro- 
bated by every good man. 

The Committee appointed by the 
Convention, at their last Annual Meet- 
ing, on the subject ofdiscountenancing 
and suppressing the intemperate use 
of spirituous liquors, respectfully 

REPORT : 

That, although they regret, that 
owing tothe dispersed state of the 
Committee, the confinement by sick- 
ness of the chairman of the Committee 
of conference appointed by the Mas- 
sachusetts Society for Suppressing In- 
temperance, and other unfavourable 
circumstances, they have not been 
able to attend to the object of their 
commission so promptly and fully as 
its magnitude required, and they 
could have wished, yet’they have not 
wholly neglected the duty assigned 
them. They have reflected and con- 
ferred together on this subject and 
are deeply impressed with a sense of 
the magnitude of the existing evil, 



































and a conviction that no measure 
which promises, in any degree, to 
check or diminish it, ought to be o- 
mitted. ‘They have had an interview 
and conference with two of the Com- 
mittee of the Massachusetts Society 
above mentioned, who appeared to be 
fully of the Opinion, that the influence 
of the Convention might be employed 
in relation to the subject under coii- 
sideration, with a reasonable hope of 
producing a very salutary effect. 

As the result of their deliberations, 
and consultations with others, the 
Committee submit for consideration 
the following measures, as being in 
their opinion, expedient’ and proper 
to be adopted by the Convention. 

1. That it be recommended to the 
members of the Convention to become 
members of the Massachusetts Socie- 
ty for Suppressing Intemperance, to 
invite others to become members, and 
by these means, and. every other in 
their power, endeavour to_extend and 
increase the influence of that Society 
throughout the Commonwealth. 

2. That the Members of this Con- 
vention be advisea to recommend the 
forming. in their respective towns or 
vicinities, of Auxiliary Societies for 
Suppressing Intemperance. Which 
Societies may be highly useful by col- 
lecting a knowledge of important 
facts, communicating with the parent 
Institution, and carrying into effect 
its recommendations, by countenan- 
cing and supporting the Magistrates 
and Town Officers in the discharge of 
their duties, and by adopting such 
measures as their local situation and 
particular circumstances may render 
expeclient. 

3 That it be recommended to the 
Members of this Convention; in the 
course of their public and private in- 
structions and labours, to cail the at- 
tention of their hearers to the great 
moral turpitude, the alarming extent, 
and the multiplied pernicious effects 
of the vice of intemperance ; and bear 
their solemn testimony against an evil 
so degrading and destructive. 

‘Were the .Cammittee to add any 
thing to the foregoing recommenda- 
tions, they would suggest to the Con- 
vention the measure of addressing the 
public on this interesting subject. The 
address to be prepared, should it be 
thought expedient, by a committee to 
be appointed for that purpose 

ELIPHALET PORTER, fer order. 
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HILLSBOROUGH BIBLE AND GHAR< 
ITABLE SOCIETY. 


An adjourned meeting, for the or. 
ganization of the Hillsborough Bible 
and Charitable Society was holden at 
Hopkinton, on Tuesday, the 3d inst. 
A sermon, highly interesting and ap- 
propriate to the occasion, was Seiesch. 
ed by Rev. Mr. Chapin, of Mount 
Vernon. The Chairman, Hon. Rob- 
ert Means, being necessarily absent, 
Hon. David L. Morrill was appointed 
to his place. The Society was then 
organized agreeably to the provisions 
of the constitution, (which had been 
adopted at a former meeting) by the 
choice of the following officers :— 


Hon. David L. Morrill. President. 
Rev. Thomas Beede, Ist Vice Presid't. 
Hon. Yoshua Darling, 2d do. 
Rev. Ephraim P. Bradford, 3d do. 
Rev. Nathan Lord, Secretary. 

Mr. Richard Boylston, Treasurer. 
Rev. Stephen Chapin, Auditor. 


These officers constitute a Board 
of Directors to manage the concerns 
of the Society. The Board are to see 
that the money received by the Treas- 
urer is paid to the Treasurer of such 
a Society as will appropriate it accord. 
ing to the wishes of the subscribers 
and donors, or according to the dis- 
cretion of the Board, when money is 
given without any object being specifi- - 
ed. Andare tomakean annual Report 
of their doings. The officers are to 
be chosen yearly at the annual meet. ~ 
ing, when a public discourse is to be 
delivered. P 
- The persons who hold subscription 
papers are appointed Agents in the 
different towns to receive the money 
of subscrioers, and are requested te 
collect and pay it over to the Treas- 
urer, at or before the annual meeting 
in Amherst, on the first Wednesday 
of September next, and also to pros 
cure further subscriptions. 

The Rev. Mr. Whiton, of Antrim, 
was appointed to preach at the first 
Annual Meeting of the Society. Kev. 
Mr. Sawyer, of Henniker, closed the 
meeting with prayer. 

Amherst, (iN. H ) Cabinet. 


FEMALE SOCIETIRS. 
A Society has lately heen formed 
by a number of Ladies in Savannah, 


Georgia, styled The Savannah Female 
Mite Soctety for Missionary purposes. 
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Their o ject is to provide Missionaries 
for the destitute in their own state, 
and assist in extending the kingdom 
of the Redeemer among the heathen. 
A Female Auxiliary Bible Society 
has been lately formed in Colchester, 
Con. composed of females of all ages, 
from 6 to 75 years. The subscrip- 
tions amount to about 40 dollars an- 
nually. The Society have voted to 
appropriate thirty dellars to constitute 
the Rev. Samue! Cone a member for 
life of the American Bible Society. 
Bos. Rec. 


BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES. 


A Female Cent Society in Wilming- 
ton, Vt. was formed in May, 1815. 
The whole amount of money paid to 
the American Board, since that time, 
is $112,00. 

A Heathen School Society was 
formed by the young men in Wil- 
mington, in Nov. 1816. In May, 
1817, they made their first payment 
which amounted to $14,13-—There 
are between forty and titty members. 

Brattleborough Reporter. 


ORDINATIONS. 

Mr. Amherst Briggs, to the Minis- 
try of the Gospel in the first Baptist 
Meeting House in Providence, on 
‘Monday, June 9th.—And Mr. Romeo 
Elton, to the work of the Gospel Min- 
istry, in the second Baptist Meeting 
House in Newport, on Wednesday, 
June lith. 

‘The Rev. Charles Pitkin was install- 
ed Pastor over the Congregational 
€hurch and Society, in Charlestown, 
Ohio, on the 23d of April, 1817. 

Professor Linslev, of Princeton Col- 
lege is appointed President of the 
Transylvania University, at Lexiug- 
ton, Kentucky. 


The corner stone of a new and ele. 
gant Church, building in Baltimore, at 
the corner of Charles and Franklin. 
streets, was laid on the 5th inst. with 
appropriate inscriptions. It is to be 
denominated the “ First Independent 
Church in Baltimore.” On a brass 

te, deposited in the stone, is this 
inscription. “ There is one GOD, and 
One Mediator between God and Man ; 
the man Christ Fesus.”—1 Vim. ii, 5. 


OBITUARY. 


In Rockingham, Vt. Mr. Williatm 
Simonds, aged 93. 

In Brattieborough, Vt. Mrs. Jane 
Wells, wife of the Rev. Wm. W, 

In Newport, Mr. Jacob Bennet, 
aged 100. 

In Marlborough, capt. John Parker, 
at the advanced age (according to 
the best information) of 120! ! 

In Sutton, Dea. Mark Batchellor, 
aged 86. 

In Rutland, Rev. Luke B. Foster, 
aged 28. 

At Philadelphia, in the 73d year of 
his age, Ebenezer Hazard, formerly 
Post Master General of the United 
States. , 

In South-Hampton, N. H. Joseph 
Merrill, Esq. aged 75. 

In North-Brookfield, Mrs. Mary, 
widow of the late capt. Thomas Hale, 
aged 97. 

In Boston, Mr. William Burdick, 
late editor of the Boston Evening Ga- 
Zette. 

In Thornton, N. H. Mrs. Lydia, 
wife of Mr. Noah Worcester. 

At Quebec, L. C. Madame Brus 
neau, wife of M. Bruneau, of the Or- 
dnance Department. About the first 
of November last she was violently 
bitten on her arm bya cat. With 
much difficulty the wound was healed, 
but about the beginning of May the 
scars became inflamed, and from this 
time appeared symptoms of the Hy- 
drophobia, with which disorder she 
died on the 13ch, in shocking convul- 
sions, 

In Charleston, S. C. Dr. John Foth- 
ergill Waterhouse, aged 26, son of 
Dr. Benjamin W. of Cambridge. 

In Vera Cruz, capt. Cornelius Dris- 
coll, of Baltimore—Barbarously shot 
in his cabin by one Wyatt his mate. 

Drowned, near Sackett’s Harbour, 
May 11, Mrs. White, relict of Eliakim 
White ; Simeon White; Jared White ; 
their wives, and five children, together 
with a young man, name unknown. 

——te 


Candidates for the Ministry. 


Mr. David Reed, Cambridge. 
** Jonathan P. Dabney, do. 


** Samuel Gilman, do. 

** Hiram Weston, Duxbury. 
“ Thomas Savage, Cambridge. 
‘© Seth Alden, do. 





